Mr. Liston had succeeded in practising one of the capital operations of surgery, the patient having meanwhile been rendered totally insensible to pain by the inhalation of ether. The incredulity attending the first reception of the news, was, upon its verification, succeeded by an enthusiasm which has ever since held the public and the profession well-nigh spellbound. Excusable as this is in a matter of such momentous interest, we fear it has led to a too indiscriminate adoption and a too exaggerated estimate of the value of the remedy, and has certainly given rise to practices which are highly derogatory to professional dignity. The theatres of our hospitals have been made the scenes of operative display before crowds of " fashionables, lords, princes, distinguished foreigners," and the like, and the proceedings within their walls chronicled in the columns of the daily press with all the tact, exaggeration, and conventional phraseology of the penny-a-liners; who, we sincerely hope will not be allowed to convert the entree, so injudiciously granted them upon the present occasion, into a precedent. Mr 
